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ABSTRACT

Offshorewestern Floridais one of thelast frontier exploration areasin the U.S.
Gulf. Thisstudy analyzes 11,000 km of 2D seismic data to evaluate the hydrocarbon
potential of thearea. The study examines future areas of exploration by (1) identifica-
tion of playslocated on trend with existing play types, and (2) proposal of conceptual
playsfor future exploration. Exploration play types can be further subdivided into
(1) shallow water, shelf opportunities; (2) moder ate water depth, escar pment plays; and
(3) deep water play types. Play typeson the platform include, James Lime, Norphlet
sandstone, and Cretaceousreefs and shelf edge fans. Deep water trapswould include
Oligocene and Miocene clastic plays and Jurassic/Cretaceous plays associated with salt
tectonics. The extensive seismic dataset analyzed provides valuable information that can
be used to assessthe number and size of undiscover ed accumulationsin thisfrontier
petroleum province.
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