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ABSTRACT

Theimportance of the Tamabra Formation lieson the large number of oil fieldsin
the onshore Tampico-Misantla Basin. PEMEX effortsto find similar facies offshore
include stratigraphic and sedimentologic studies of the Tamabra under the Gulf of M ex-
ico’s continental shelf. El Abra and Tamabra formations, shelf and slope facies of the
“Tuxpan Platform,” were deposited during the Albian-Cenomanian. Theformer forma-
tion comprises platform-margin reef faciesthat shed sediment towardsthe slope asde-
brisflows and turbidites, which constitute the reservoir facies of the Tamabra For ma-
tion.

One of the great differences between the onshore and offshor e sectors of the
“Tuxpan Platform” isthe mor phology and type of slope and the natur e of the basement
under the“Tamabra Trend.” To date, all producing fieldsin the Tamabra Formation
arelocated onshore. Only two wellswith this objective have been drilled offshore. Itis
clear that the Tamabra Formation isdistributed throughout all the periphery of the
“Tuxpan Platform,” but the scarcity of reefsalong the eastern margin could have limited
the amount of sediment shed to the basin, producing thinner and poorer quality slope
faciesthan in the western side. Soit isnecessary to reconstruct the Jurassic-Cretaceous
geologic evolution of the platform margin and consider all the geologic conditions that
influenced its development.
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